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Soo to it, from Luxx xvii chap- former 
Part of. the 19th ver. | T | 
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May the gd LOR D gras His 
Bleſſing this DISCOURSE, , 
for the Eſtabliſhment and Comfort 
of weak, but true Believers ; to- 
gether with the Edification of 
Others 'who may read it, bith 
which, are the Deſire and Dog 
of the Author, 
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bh 2 Ep. 8t. PETER; chap. i. part of Ver. 1. 5 
— 7 them that have abtained lite precious 
ho Faith with us. . 


— 


s the former Clauſe of this Verſe 
5 acquaints us with the Penman of 
©) N this Epiſtle, who is there deſeribd 
by his Name, and by his high 
88 Office and Honour, Simon Peter, 
4 7 Servant and an Apoſtle of Feſus 
Chriſt, ſo (in the Words now before us) we 
have an Account to whom he wrote this Epiſtle, * 
with the great Honour that was done them; 
and thus there are two Things obſervable in 
them, as, 28 

Firſt, The Perſons to whom; he wrote it, 
and they were the Jews, whom he calls (in 
his firſt Epiſtle, ch. i. ver. 1.) Strangers of 
the 2 being ſcatter d throughout Pon- 

atia, Cappadocia, Aſia, aud Bithynia. - 

He that thus baniſh'd them, was Claudius the 
Emperor, as we read in As xviii. ver. 2. - 

Seconaly, Here is further obſervable, the great 
Honour which was conferr*d upon thoſe difhers'd: 


Jews, and conſequently the happy Condition. 
they were in, with . to their Souls; this 
| 2 . 


4 2 true, OT 4.4 n 8 5 = ö | 
is contale'd and; expreſ'd; in theſs Words 
Bau obitined "like precious... Faith wth: us, I 
| he had before told Ali gs inning of this” 
"mn Epiſtle, that they were  Eleft according, f to) 
e-Knowledge of God the Father, t 
Aa cation of the Spirit, unto Obedience; and 
 Gprinkling of the Blood of Jeſus. 

He here writ to them as ſuch Perſons, ods, 
tho they were ſcatter'd Abroad, were ſprin kled 
with the Blood of Jeſus, and ſanttified by the 
Huy Pirit unto Obedience; and ſo, as to their 
198 State, they were very happy, e have. 
obtained, c. tho ye are diſpers'd, yet ye have 
the ſame Faith which we have, "and fo, tho ye. 
are, as to. your outward Condition, Strangers of: 
| the Diſperhion, being ſcatter'd Abroad, yer you®' 
it may Comfort pu with this, that ye have 
the ” Gine 2 Faith with us, and ſo your 
eternal Salvation is ſecured. This, no doubt, the 
Apoſtle Peter had here in his View, to encou- 
rage and comfort their Minds under their Diſs 
1 erſion, that they were under it, as ſaſe for 
{ Heaven, as themſelves; from whence I would 
1 note to you, this comfortable Truth, by the 
Way, vi. That let the outward Condition of 
real Chriſtians here be very low and afflicting, 

yet they have this to comfort them, that they 
2 are in a good and ſafe State for a better World, 
' having a true Faith in Chriſt. If any ſhould 
| object here, if they have Faith in Chriſt, it is 
|| but very ſmall, if compar'd with the Faith of 
1 ſome others and de they know not ho- 
. to 
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2s precious as the rung. 
to take Comſott therein; the great Truth con- 
tam d in the Words before us, may and will re- 
lieve them in this Caſe, and that is, that the 
Faith of the weakeſt Chriſtian, who is ſo indecd, 
is as precious à Faith, as that of the ffrongeſt. 
The Apoſtle Peter, does not Tpeak here of the 
ſame Meaſure or Degree of Faith with theim, 
which is Strong, but of the Truth of it, and ſo be 
calls it like precious Faith, not for the Great- 
ntſs and Strength of it, but for the Nature and 


Truth of it in them he writ this 2d Epiſtle to. 


What 1 ſhall do here for the Comfort and 
Encouragement of weak, but true Believers; in 


Purſuance of the Apoſtle Peter's Deen ſhall 
t „10 ſhew y 


be, thro' the Aſſiſtance of God, Fir 
you wherein, or in what Reſpects, the Faith of 
the weakeſt Chriſtian, that is a real Chriſtian, is 
as precious a Faith as the Faith ot the ſtrongeſt z 
and then, Szconaly, Make. ſome Remarks upon 
what ſhall have been faid. 

In the firſt Place then, T am to conſider and 
ſhew you, wherein, or in what” Reſpects, the 
Faith of the weakeſt Chriſtian, who is a real 


Chriftian, is as precious a Faith as the Faith of 


the ſtrongeſt, and this I ſhall ſet before yon, or 
open to you, in the Five following Particulars. 


Firſt then, it is thus, with Reſpect᷑ to the 
Donor of it, and that js God; hence it is call 
the Gift of God; and thus what the Apoſtle 
Paul ſaid to the Philippians, in chap. i. yer. 29. 
may be aid to all that have true Faith in Chriſt, 

| WY. | even 


6; A true, tho? 2 ada Faith, 


even the loweſ Degree . is given. 
to believe vn him; this Grace does not grow in 
Nature's Garden, or rather Wilderneſs, nor is it 
in the Power of a Man, as corrupted, to produce 
it in himſelf; nor any other Creature, neither 
Men nor. Angels, but where jt is in Truth, it 
' is the Gift of God to them; and becauſe every 
F Degree of it is ſo, the weakel Faith, may be. 
= truly ſaid to be lile precious Faith as the firong- | 
_— :” for both are from the ſame Donor, even 
God, who. is tiled the God if al Grace, 1 Peter 
v. 10. And becauſe the Faith in Chriſt, which 
thou haſt, O Chriſtian, is from him, as well 
as thy other. Graces, it ſhould be oats and 
priz d by thee as his Gift, wholly undeſery'd 
by thee. And becauſe it is not iid, that only 
a ftrong Faith is the Giſt of God, but Faith 
is ſo wn Gy includes the weakeſt Faith, as well 
as the ſtrongeſt ; therefore, thoſe of you whoſe. 
Faith at preſent is but weak and ſmall, ſhould 
look upon it to be as precious, it being his 
Gift to you, as that which is much greater, 
or ſtronger ; and tho you ſhou'd deſire and 
pray, as the Diſc me did, in Luke xvii. 5. 
Lord, mcreaſe our Faith, yet while it is weak, by 
you ſhould regard it as his Gift, and take the 1 
Comfort of it; it having Salvation promiſed _ 
to it, for it is not nid, that he only wha is a Ml N 
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ſtrong Believer, ſhall be ſav'd, but he that, 

* » 8 ſhall be ſavd; Acts xvi. 31. 
But Secondly, The Faith of the weakeſt 
Dcliever, 15 as precious as the Faith of the, 
ſtrongeſt, * 
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48 precious as the ſfirongeſt * 9 
ſtrongeſt, with reſpect to the Objects of l. 
Tho' they differ in e, yet as they are the 
fame in Nature or Kind, ſo the Objects of 
both, are the ſame, which makes them alike 
precious. If you ask me, who are the Objects 
of this Faith, by which the Preciouſneſs of it 
will appear in the Salyation of Sinners; I anſwer, 
they are, firſt, God the Father in Chriſt, and 
ſecondly, Jeſus Chrift, God and Man, in our 
Nature, as the great and only Mediator betwixt 
him and us. Both theſe Objects of true Faith 
we have an Account of in the Holy Scriptures, 
in the great Buſineſs of our -Salvation, as in 
John xiv. ver. 1. Let not your Heart be troubled, 
ye believe in Cod, believe alſo in me. Where 
our Saviour directed his Diſciples, to God his 
Father, and to himſelf, as the Objects of their 
Faith, for the Support and Comfort of their 
Minds, when he in Perſon ſhould be taken from 
them. So in 1. Peter i. 21. we read of believing 
in God by Jeſus oy who verify. was fore 
ordained before the Foundation of the World. 
And of Faith in Chriſt, as the only begotten 
Son of God, by an ineffable Generation; and 
as the great God and our Saviour, we frequently 
read there, as in John iii. ver. 15. 16. compared 
with Romans x. from ver. 9. to 13. With a 
Multitude of other Places which might - be 
quoted. With theſe two Objects true Faith 
a is concerned, and terminates upon, and ſo muſt 

ours, in order to eternal Life. If you ask, how 
our Faith muſt terminate in God the Father, 
* n and 


dur only Mediator, by whom we are brought 
to God, having in our Nature, made Peace fer 
us, by the Blood of his Croſs, Col. i. 20. d 


he A . 
OK an bow jn Jes Chi, this great Buſinoſh of 


eternal Salvation? I anſwer briefly/.in two H. 


auen 8e our Faith bere moſt. be in 


[© _ 


and only as a Crea tor, but ab-the 
* our Lord Jefis (hui, and 
in . reconciling. Sinners ne Himſalſ, un 
imputing their Treſpaſſes uno them, 2. Gor. v. 19. 
Ad Fee in 25 s Chriſt, as God Man and 


pared with 1 Peter iii. 18. ver. 
God the Father, here, is the recongiled, 


and Jeſus Chriſt his Son, is the - Reconeiler. 


And thus Faith is concery'd with both, as' the 
Objects of it. Hence it is calld, in Heb. vi, 1 
Faith towards Gad. And Faith in Gad by Chriſt, 
as you heard above. As x. 43. It is call, 
Faith in Chriſt, ſpoken of in ver. 36. as Gard 
M all, and as the Perſon anointed by God the 


Father, with the Holy Spirit, aud with Power 


= our Nature, in ver. 38. through whole Name, 
or by whoſe Merit, Al that believe in him, 
do, and ſhall receive Remi ſton of Sins. 

Thus muſt God the Father, and Jeſus Chrif 
his Son, be the Objects of our Faith: As he 
is the cternal Son of God, equal with the Fa- 
ther, as the Jews underſtood him to make 
himſelf, when he ſaid, He was the Son of God, 
and God was his Father: JouN v. 18. 80 4 
muſt believe in him as God, and as the greas 


God, as his Character is in TiIrus ii. — 
an 


as the Contriver and Appoi 


— * 


Sender of this his Son, in the likeneſs of 
Fleſh, to condemn, condemning Sn in the fab: 
ROMANS viii. 1. So we muſt believe in him 


Nature, meant there by Fleſh, to be the Pro- 
curer, or Purchaſer of Pardon, Peace and Life, 
for us. And if we dv not thus believe in, and 
honour the Son, we do not. believe in, nor 


— the frog 2 5 
and as our Faith reſpects God the Father, 83 1 


inter of him in our 


honour the Father, as he requires, and expect 5 


we ſhould do, Jon v. 23. 


Both then you ſte are the Objects of true 


Faith in our Salvation, and what a enen 
Faith muſt that be, that hath ſuch glorious 


Objects to fix upon: And this the weakeſt Faith 


hath, as well as the ſtrongeſt, but with more Fears. 
But T hirdly, The Faith of the weakeſt Be- 
liever, is as precious, as of the ſtrongeſt, wth 


their Hearts. As Faith is God's Gift, ſo it is 
his Work, by his Word, and Holy Spirit ; where 


well as the greateſt. Hence Faith is ſaid, 70 
come by hearing, and hearing by the Word of 
God, RoMANS x. 17. This is the ordinayy 
Means of it, by which the Holy Spirit works 
it in the Hearts of Perſons, who before were 
Unbelievers : And thus it is faid, 1 be Faith 
F the Operation of God, Cor. ii. 12. And in 
EPn. i. 19, 20. It is call'd, the exceeding Great- 
neſs of his Pawer to toe ward who. believe; 
_— to the _—_— of his mighty Tower, 


which 


reſpect to the Means by which it is. wrought in 


it is in Truth, even the leaſt Degree of it, as 
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Load upon him as our Sing were; ſo it is no 
ſmall Diſcovery of the Almighty Power of 


And therefore it is aſcrib'd, #9 the exceeding 


=. ans might know, and ſo give him the 
YR ſt aſide the Sufficiency of moral Swaſlion, 
_ eft, the wiſeſt, and the beſt of them, but of 


PREY tho' a weak bach, 


which he wrought in Chriſt, when be raiſed 
him from the Dead, Nc. 

As it was no ſmall Inftance of God's Pope 
to. raiſe Chriſt from the dead, who had ſuch ; a 


God in the working of Faith in Perſons, where 
there is fo much Sin and ſtrong Corruption to 
hinder it; and were he not to work it, who 
15 Almighty, no other Power could effect it 


greatueſs of his Power, towards them that 
believe; not only Power, but the exceeding 
Greatneſs of his Power towards them that be- 
lieye, in quickening their Hearts the reunto: 
Even ſuch a Power as wrought in Chriſt, when 
he was raiſed from the dead; by which Power 
he was declar'd to be the Son "of God, according 
zo the Spirit of Holineſs, ROM. i. 4. 

And this the Apoſtle Paul prayed the 


lory of the Faith wrought in them ; by which 
and all the Power, not only of Men, the great- 


Angels too; for it is beyond - their Skill and 
Power to effect it. This is God's Work, by 
his Word and Holy Spirit to enable ſinſul Crea- 
tures to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, in Joux Vi. 
29. where it is call'd his Work. | 

It is their Duty to believe, and when they 
do — the Act is _ but the Principle 
whereby 
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as preci ious as the ſtrongeſt. 7714 


whereby they do this, is from God, by his 
Holy Spirit, and ſo it is call'd the Work of 
Faith with Power in their Hearts ; his Power 
and not their own, 2 Tags. ii. 11. OH. But 
ſome may ſay, if . Perſons where the Goſpel is, 
have not a Power of their own to believe, how | 
can they with Equity be puniſh'd for their 
Unbelief: We read indeed that they ſhall be 
puniſh'd, and that with Damnation; in Maxx 
xVi. 16, But we want to know the Juſtice: ot 
it, fince it is not in their own Power to believe 
as the Goſpel requires, To this Objection 1 
ſhall give an Anſwer, briefly, in three Particulars, 
which I think will clear God's Juſtice therein, as, 
Firſt, Man originally had a Power to perform 
what God did or ſhould require of him; but 
that he loſt by ſinning againſt him, Ecct. vii. 29. 
And fo have we by ſinning in Him, as our Fe- 
deral Head, as we are faid to have done, in Rom. 


v. 12. and thus, we are by Natyre Children of 


M rath. Een. ii. 3. „ ads e 5 
Secondly, Tho' Man as a rational Creature, 
may and ought to attend -upon the Means by - 
which ordinarily Faith is wrought, as the read- 
ing and preaching of the Ward, yet being de- 
prav'd by Sin, the Power of his Will to believe 
is loſt, and he is inclin'd to act contrary to what 
is required of him, and ſo his Refuſal to do as he 
is required proceeds from that corrupt Inclinatior. 
Thus his Puniſhment is juſt, becauſe what he 
does of this Kind, is with his Will, tho' as 
corrupted. Our Saviour lays the Cauſe here, in 
| B 2 | . JOHN 


SS l 12 A true, / A weak Fauth 


Joux v v. 7. will not come "unto me, that 
IS, . 75 me, that he might have Life. And 
— Man's Deſtruction is of himſelf, as the 
Holy Scriptures declare in Hos. xiii. 9. come: 
pared with MAT. xxiii. 37, 38. Man as cor- 
rupted, is reſolv d to remain as he is, and to act 
as he does, and thus he will do till he is over- 
come: by a Power without himſelf; or as it is 
expreſs d in PS ALM cx. 3. Til 2 is made 

willing in the Day of Chriſt's Per. 
The Will of Man as corrupted by Sin, holds 
it out againſt God and Chriſt in their Exhor- 
tations and Precepts in 1 Word: You may 
read the Language of it in Jes. xliv. 16. As 
for the Ward of the Lord, which thou haſt ſpoken 
unto us in his Name, we will not hearken unto 
thee, we are reſolved upon it, and therefore you 
may ſpare your Labour for the future; ſo in 
Lukk xix. 14. We. will not haue this Man, 
by whom is meant Jeſus Chriſt, to reign over 
us. This is the Language of Man's Will, 

' which naturally as depray'd is like a Garriſon, 
it holds it out againſt God, and obſtinately re- 
fuſes to bow to Chrilt's Sceptre till it is OY 

and renew'd, or has a new Bias given to it; 

we read in Rox. viii. 7. As the Tranlgreſten 
of the Wicked declare, There is no fear of God 
before their Eyes. PSALM. xxxvi. 1. So their 
obſt nate Refuſals to hearken to the Calls and 
Invitations of God and Chriſt in the Word, 
ſhew there is no Pliableneſs in their Wills to 
do ſo, till that Obſtinacy is ; and d 
thole 
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as precious as the ſtrongeſt. 13 
thoſe that periſh, periſh by their own Wilfulneſs, 
and ſo what they ſuffer, is in a Way of Juſtice. 
The more of the Will there is in any Crime, the 
greater the Crime is, and fo conſequently, the 
Puniſhment inflicted upon ſuch Perſons, muſt be 
juſt; ſo it is here. To this I would add. 

Thirdly, That their voluntary Refuſals pro- 
ceed, both from their Want of a Principle of 
Love to God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
from the good Liking or Affection they have to 
Sin in general, or to ſome particular Luſt or Luſts. 

Thus it was with the Jes, and Scribes and 
Phariſees, which made them oppoſe our Lord 
in his Miniſtry, by which, Pardon and Life were 
offer d to them; ye have not ſaid our Saviour 
to them, JOHN v. 42. the Love of God in you. 
Ye pretend to love him, and to have a great 
Zeal for his Glory, but this does not appear in 
your Prag ice, to oppoſe and reject me and my 
Doctrine: For tho' I am come in his Name, 
and he has born-Witneſs to - me as ſuch,” by 
the Works which I have done. Verſs 36. 37. 
Yet you have not received me as ſent by him, 
tho' you ſay you Love him, Ver. 43. Ye ſeek 
Honour one of another, and of Men. This is 
what ye are ambitious of, and your Hearts are 
ſet upon it, and ſo. you cannot believe in me. 
Ver. 44 From hence it appears, that while 
Perſons are deſtitute of a true Love to God, 
and have their Hearts ſet upon their Luſts and 
0 Self, as they do not, fo they cannot, believe in 
Chriſt, ſor, as true Faith empties a 28 of 
0 A im- 


14 A true; tho“ a weak Faith, 
himſelf, and purges upon bis Ambition and” I *! 


Luſts, as Phyſick does on the Body; and works in 
by Love, fo it is an Act of the renew d Will, and n 
i till that is wrought by the Holy Spirit, it * 
is quite otherwiſe with him: And thus he will oy 
remain without this Change. In a Word, this - 


is the Caſe, that Men unrenew'd, love Dark- 
neſs rather than Light : And ſo they will not 
believe nor practice as the Goſpel directs them 
to do, Jon iii. 19. Tho! they may ſhew 
ſome liking to the Goſpel, for the Benefits of 
Pardon and Life which it offers to Sinners, yet. 
becanſe it requires the Mortification of the Old 
Mari with his Luſts hre the Spirit,Rom.viii. 13. 
And that: they ſhould deny all Ungodlimeſs, and 
0 worldly Luſts, and live ſoberly, and righteou 
and godlily in this preſent World : 'Theretore 
they diſlike it, and will not comply with what 
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Ut It thus requires of them; Trrus ii. 11, 12, 
11 For the Love they have to their Luſts, they are 
ud willing ſtill to retain them, and not to be con- 
troul'd, in making Proviſion for the Fleſh, that 

1'8 they may fulfil the Luſts thereof: Which they 
Nis ke the putting on of Chrift by Faith would 
Mi keep them from doing. Rom. xii. 13, 14. 
4M} Now fince it is thus, this (I think) clears the 
W Equity of God's Juſtice, in puniſhing of them 
who continue to megtet# the great Saluation of 
the Goſpel, as it is call'd in HeB. ii. 3. and to re- 
ject a Saviour reveal'd and offer d to them therein. 
Bhecauſe for the Love they have to their Sins, 


they deſire and are refoly'd to retain or keep 
them 


as precious as the ff rongeſt. 15 
them ſtill: And thus as Perſons are render 
incapable by Sin to believe in Chriſt, this Wor x 
muſt be God's by his Holy Spirit where it is, 
who works in them, both to Will, and to do 
according to his own. good Pleaſure, PHIL. ii. 13. 
And becauſe all true Goſpel Fal rn, even the 
ſmalleſt Degree of it, is wrought in their Hearts, 
by the fame Means where it is, it is in this 
Reſpect like precious Faith with greateſt. But, 

Fourthby Real Chriſtians are by weak Faith 
intereſted in the ſame Perſons, Promiſes, and 
Privileges, as he that hath the ſtrongeſt Faith. 

Firſt, In the fame Perſons, as God the Father 
by Chriſt, as their God and Father: Joan xx. 
17. And in Jeſus Chriſt as Mediator, and fo the 
Lord their Righteouſneſs and Strength, as he is 
ſtiled in ISAIAH xlv. 24. And what is there 
ſaid of him, they all have a Right to fay he is 
to them, the weak as well as the ſtrong, for he is 
to both the Lord their Righteouſneſs and Strength. 

As he was cut off to make an End of Sin, 
and by ſo doing, to bring in an —— 
Righteouſneſs for them, and being thus 
dn for them, they are made the Righteouſneſs 
of God in him: 2 Cox. v. 21. So upon this 
Account, all that believe in him, as the weak do, 
as well as the ſtrong, are ſaid in ACTS xi. 39. 
to be juſtified from all Things, from which they 
could not be juſtified by the Law ef Moles, 
nor indeed in no other Way. As Jeſus Chriſt 
hath all Fulneſs dwelling in him, as Mediator, 
ſo they all out of that Fulneſs receive _— for 

| race: 
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Grace : As Grace for their firſt Converſion, {> 
after Grace, for their Growth therein. Jonx i. 
16. Jeſus Chriſt, with all his Riches and Treas 


fares belong to both of them. 7 Gifts of 


Righteouſneſs: and Grace, which they have re- 
ceid a, are from him: ROM. v. 17. And die 
now appears in the Preſence of his Father, for 
them in Heaven ; as we read in HEB. ix, 24. 
And this is recorded for the Comfort of weak 
Believers, who are as little Children; as well 
as for theirs, who are as ſtrong Men, and | 
that they have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, who is the Pro- 
pitiation for their Sins. 1 JOHN ii. 1, 2. And 
how precious (Sirs) muſt that Faith be, by 
which they are intereſted in ſo precious and 
glorious a Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt is. But 

Secondly, They are this Way intoreſted in 
the ſame Promiſes of the Covenant of Grace, 
which are ſaid to be exceeding great and pre- 
cious. 2 PET i. 4. They are great for Quantity 
and preczons for Quality, and they are all theirs 
by Chriſt, in whom they believe, and it muſt 
be thus, becauſe as none can believe any Promiſe 


in a Goſpel Way, but by believing in Chriſt as 


Mediator; to whom they were made, and by 
whom they are given to them, who thro Grace 
believe in him, being made Partakers of a 

drome Nature ; ſo they are ratified or confirmed 
by him, to them, to the Glory of God the 

Father, who made them, and to their Comfort 
and Honour too. In him we read, 2 COR i. 20. 


All 


Fathers; 


as precious as the frog. 17 


All the Promiſes of God are Tea and Amen. 
As Jeſus Chriſt as Mediator, is the ſame in the 
Promiſes of God, which, are unchangeable; ſo 
are all ſuch Promiſes, touching their Salvation, 
who do, and ſhall believe in him. They are Tea 
that is Truth, and Amen, that is, Aſſurance. 
And it muſt be thus, becauſe God the Father 
in the Cauvtnant of Grace, hath made no Pro- 
miſes but in Chrift, neither does he perform any 
but in and by him: And thus as the Promifes 
are confirm'd and cohvey'd by Jeſus Chrift, ſo 
the Faith of his real Members is, as it ſhould 
be exerciſed about them as ratified,” amd given 
o them in him. They were given to them in 
him in Eternity, before the World began. Which 
in 2 TIM. i. 9. the Apoftle Pa calls 
there, God's Purpoſe aud Grace, which was 
given in Chriſt 4 | 
as they were given in him before Time, ſo they 
are now confirm'd by his Blood, which is there- 
fore call'd, MAT.' xxvi. 28. The Blood of the 
* New Teſtament, or New Covenant. And they 
are in him (as was hinted above) Tea and 
Amen; that is firm and irreverſible to all that 
are true Believers, whether they be weak or 
ſirong : For in this Senſe, they are all one in 
Chriſt Jetus, and ſo there is no Difference 
between them, as to their Right to the Promiſes 
in him; for he being theirs, the Promifes are 
allo theirs, in and by him ; and they may claim 
them as ſuch. 3 1 
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ore the World began. And 


=_ A true, tho' a weak ran 


+a weak Believer: cannot indeed ſo wm 
apply, th the Promiſes unto himſelf, and take in 
Comfort of them, as the ſtrong Believer 


can. His Fears. and Doubts about Eis Intereſt 


in them, will not let him do ſo; but tho 


at preſent he queſtions his Intereſt i in them, yet 


they are his thro' Chriſt Jeſus, in whom he 
believes; and ſo far as he can ſee this, he may 


and can fay, they are his, for Chiift and 'the 


Promiſes go together: al Things are your 
(lays the Apo Ale Paul) 1 Cor. i 1 22. T hings 
2797 and 7 hings to come. But how, might 


they ſay, are they ſo in ver. 23. He anſwers, 
for ye. are Chriſt's, i. e. you have and hold all 


in him as your Head, and he being yours, and 
you his, you have a Right'to all the Good of 
the Promiſes in him, and may ſay by Right, 


thro him, they are mine. This. ( Sirs ) is the 


happy Condition of all real Believers in Chriſt 
the weak as well as the ſtrong; and O ho 

Precious muſt that Faith be, tho weak, which 

tereſts thole that have it in the great and 
precious Promiſes of the Covenant of Grace, 
as well as a ſtrong Faith does, which Promiſes 
to them both are gt the ſure Mercies of David; 
that is, as ſure as thoſe made to Chriſt ; meant 


in Isa IAR. Iv. 3. by David. But 


Thirdly, They are both this Way intereſted 
in the fame precious Privileges, the one as we 


as the other. And that it is thus, appears from 
this, that the Holy Scriptures make no Differ- 


ence as to them, between a ſtrong and a weak 
Faith 
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Faith that is true: The Salvation of the Go el. 
belongs, we read in ROM. i. 16. % all that 
believe 3 which includes in it all the great 
and precious Privileges of it, from the Begin- 
ging of their Faith here, to the W of 
Glory in Heaven. 

If you ask me what theſe t Goſpel 
Privileges are, which all true Believers are 
intereſted in by their Faith in x Chrift nk ? 
I anſwer briefly t ey are, 


Firſt, Pardon of Sin. | 
Secondly, Juſtification, and fo a Freedom tus 
Condemnation. * 

Thirdly, Adoption to be the Children of God. 

Foarthly, San&ificatiori, Reconciliation and 
Acceptance with God, Sc. And,. 

Fifthly, The crawning of all at laſt with : 


| Glorification in the World above, 


Now all theſe great Privileges are aſerib's to 
Faith in the holy Scriptures, and they are ſaid 
there to come by it, and why ſhould they be 
attributed to. Faith there, but to let us know 
that where true Faith is, Belieyers are all intereſted | 
in them as theirs, the weak as well as the ſtrong, 

As to the Firſt, Remi ſſon of Sins, we — 
in Acts x. 43. That to him, chat is Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſpoken of in the former Verſe, gave ali 
the Prophets witneſs, that through his Name, 
whoſoever believeth in him, ſball receive the 


Remiſfion of din. ; 
C 2 AA 
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As to the Second, Juſtification, and ſo a 
Freedom from Condemnation, Wwe read in the 
fore- quoted Ac is xiii. 39. That. all who be. 
lieve in Chriſt, are juſtified ſrom all Things; 
and in Row, v. 1. We read that being juſtified MW Fa 
by Faith, they have Peace with God, thro' dur Ml (cl 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and in Chap. viii. 1. We an. 
are told that there. is now no Condemnation 10 the 
them that are in Chriſt, Condemnation ſignifies W w. 
to be condemn'd, as all that die in a State of 
Unbelief with Cain and Judas, and the whole Sa 
Body of final Unbelievers, But all ſuch as do th 
believe in Chriſt, are freed from this, they are ſa 
now paſſed from Death unto Life, and ſo there th 
fall be no Condemnation. to them at Death, F. 


John v. 24. 3 E 

As to the Third, Adoption to be the Chil- v 

dren of God, we read in GAL. iii. 26. That all 01 

4 . Who are the Children of God, are ſo by Faith re 
14 in Chriſt Jeſus; and in JOHN i. 12. we read, I E 
12 that as many as. receive Chriſt, to them he gives Ic 
74 / Power, or the Privilege or Prerogative Royal C 


14 to become the Sons of God, even to as many 4s 
4 believe iu his Name, tho' it be but by a weak a 
Faith, for that is there intended as well as a a 
* ſtronger ;- even ſuch a Faith as may ſeem to be 
| nn rather Unbelicf than Faith. MAR ix. 24. Lord 6 

1 I believe, help thou mine unbelief. Thus as 


4 the leaſt Bud draws Sap from the Root, as well 

14 as the ſtrongeſt Branch; ſo this Privilege be- 

longs to weak Believers as well as to them that 0 
are ſtronger in Faith. F 
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I believe (aid, one on his Death - Bed) with a 
weak Faitb, but Jet, added he, it is Faith, 
which is now my Comfort. As a weak Hand 
may receive a Gift of great Worth, ſo a weak 
Faith, or Perſons weak in Faith, are 11 "nz | 
ſellors of this amazin Privilege of 
and being Children x Fanh in Criſt 16 75 fo 
they are all Heirs of God, and Joint-Hojr 
wk Chriſt, Row. viii. 17. | 

As to the Fourth Privilege 1 MEE 
Sanflification ; this alſo is theirs who are true, 
tho' weak Believers : For it is aſcribed to the 
ſame Principle, in ACTS xv. g. where we read 
that the Centiles had their Heart purified” by 
Faith. As Faith puriſies, ſo it purifies the 
Heart, as well as reforms the Life. It is al- 
ways ( more or leſs) purging away Corruption 
or Sin in the Heart, where it is, as you there 
read, purifying their Hearts by Faith. Thus 
Reconciliation and Acceptance with God, be- 
long to them where true Faith is. Row. v. 1. 
compared with PH1L. i. 6. F 

The Fifth Privilege, vis. The crowning of 
all at laſt with Clorifcation in Heaven: This 
alſo is aſcribed to Faith, in Johx iii. 15, 16. 


We read there, that whoſoever believeth in 


Gr /ball not Periſb, but have everlaſting 
fe, 
They are all intituled. to it, 'the weak as 
well as the ſtrong ; and thus the Inheritance 
among the Saints in Light, i is ſaid to be Taith 
in Chriſt, in ACTS Xxyi. 18. As the Joy a 

; the 
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the. Lox 
ng tt Faith in Chriſt, RoM. xv. 13. 80 by 
the fame Principle in him, they do and thi" 


enter into that when they ſhall here have done 
with Time. As they have all a Right to it, 
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d here, docy (less or more) enter into 


ſo they ſhall all be Poſſeſſed of it. ; JOUR 


iii. 36, 
This leads me to a Fifth Particular, to dhe 
that the Faith of the weakeſt Belicver, is as 


precious a Faith, as the Faith of the 93 


and that is in Regard of the End of it, which | 


will be the ſame to the former as to the latter; : 


for as they both tend to the ſame End, ſo they 
will both iſſue in the fame. Now What this 


End of true Faith will be, we read 1 PE r. i. 9. 
where the Apoſtle tells us, it will be the Sal- 


vation of the Soul, receiving ( ſays he) the 


End of your Faith, even the Salvation of your 
Souls ; where, by Souls, he means, the whole 
Perſons of Su hep both Bodics and Sauls ; 


for they are both to be why Fu the Tendency, 


Scope, and End of their Faith here, Tho 
they may not all have the ſame Degree ot 


| Glor # in Heaven, yet jan are all to be with 


Chriſt there, that they may behold his Glory, 
As. he purchaſed this for all of them, by his 
precious Blood when here; fb it is now his 


Prayer and Will in Heaven, that they. ſbould 


all be with him there, to behold and enjoy his 


Glory. Jonx xvii. 24 They are all com- 
mitted to Chriſt's Care, and they are all as near 


to him by a vital Union, the weak as well 3 
the 


as precious as the ſrrongeſt. | 23 


the ſtrong; and therefore they ſhall all receive 
the End of their Faith i in him, "ViS.. \Compleas 

and eternal Salvation. .. . 

In a Word, .as their Faith terminates upon 

v Chriſt, or 1s built upon him, as the Goſpel re- 

ö veals him, 7, e. as à great, and the only Saviour 

of loſt Sinners; fo they ſhall. not be confound 
ed. Ron. is. 33. wy be all of them ſaved, 

_ with an everlaſting Salvation, World without 
End, as it is expreſſed in Is A. xlv. 17. But 
thus much ſhall ſuffice to ſhew you in what 
Reſpects the Faith of the weakeſt Belieyer, 
that is a true. Believer, is as precious a Paith as 
the Faith of the ſtrongeſt. 

And it-is thus, you have heard, Firſt; with 
Reſpect to the Donor of it, God. 

Secondly, With Reſpect to the Objects of it, 
God in Chriſt, and Chriſt as the great God and 
our Saviour in our Nature. 

Thhird!y, With Reſpect to the Means by 
which it is wrought in the Hearts of Sinners; 
and they are, the Word inſtrumentally, and 
the holy Spirit Energy, efficiently. ä 

Fourthly, It is thus, as it intereſts them in 
the ſame Perſons, Promiſes and Privileges. 5 

And /aſtly, in Regard of the End to both, name- 
ly, the Salvation of their Souls, that is, of their 
whole Perſons, for he thas believes, we read, 
fall be ſaved, viz. the weakeſt as well as the 
ſtrongeſt Belicyer, 

T ſhall now, in the laſt Place, as was pro- 228. 


poſed, make ſome Remarks upon what has been 
faid. And 


2 . 3 HER. 82. 5 
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And Firſt, 1 would rematk to you, that 
Perſons may be in à juſtified and ſaved State, 


tho their Faith at preſent be but weak. 


The Apoſtle Peter, here writ o them th at 


Kind, tho' not for Degree; and ſo they were 


in as good and ſafe State for Heaven, as he Him- 
ſelf, and the reſt of the Apoſtles ' were. And 
as he defign'd by this, to comfort their Souls, 
in their 9 Conaition, fo I have made 
this Remark to encourage and comfort you 


whoſe Faith at preſent may be weak. And 


there is a great deal of Comfort in it; tor as It 
is not the Strength of Faith that ſaves, but the 
Truth of it, ſo it is not the Weakneſs of 
Faith that damns, but the Want of it. And 


therefore, as it is faid, he that believes, with. 
out faying, he that has à ſtrong Faith, ſhall be 
ſaved. So it is faid, he that believeth mot, 


- be damned; and net he that has a weak 
aith, in the fore-quoted Mats xvi. 16. As 
a little Water, is Water, as well as the Ocean, 
tho not ſo much, but far lefs, fo a weak Faith 


ta king hold on Chriſt, draws ſpiritual Sap 


from him : And thus Perſons are juſtified and 
faved; not for the Worth nor Greatneſs of 
their Faith, but by Jeſus Chriſt, who is laid 
hold on and received by a weak Faith, as well 
as by a ſtrong one. oo 

In a Word, as all that looked of Old on 
the brazen Serpent, were healed ; they that 
looked with a weak He, as well as _ wh 

. | ooke 
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teaſt Os | 
+ hold on, the * 

f || docs, % Lird Jeſus bei... And - 
0 juſtifies and f Ves, not for "Ik Worth. ot ng 
I r. FF 4 
* 8 lays hold Sn. 55 8 
85 Comfort our \ ves then, dear 5 85 mY. | 
e this, whoſe Faith 1 5 may be | 


3. e., That your: Faith rfat lays hold A Ch ? 
is as precious, a and wed fely, tl ho. not if 
u N as the Faith of ve ſtrongeſt Fa 


8. N yy 
Secondly, 1 would remark. to > you, 7 
weak Faith be as precious as the a of 255 7 


that are ſtranger therein, pet you 2 reſt 


ſatisfied therewith, but endeavour in the Uſe of 
; - Means, 10 grow a e vs rong 
>" 


This is required of 1 you, 10 grow in Grace 
and ſo in Tab, and in the e of God 
in Chriſt cls. 2 PETER iii. 18. If any of 
you ſhould ſay, that ſince a "weak: Faith 18,10 
precious and uſe of N- has been ſaid it is) there 
is little or no to look aſter a ſtrong 
one. To this T 20 wer, in Four Particulars 
briefly, and deſire they may be confider'd. by 
you. And, 

Firſt, Conkider as an Anſwer, that tho none 
have been, are, nor ſhall be -r cjefted ſor their 
weak Faith, Were it has been rg is true, yet 

D they 
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EY 4s true, 25 weak Faith, - 

the have reproved for it 

2 hy. 155 Fes 57 OR. ER By 
e of * 1 5 14 45 : ; 

we there rge his Diſciples 


O We of little Falth. 
Faith was ſimall, but und they were Bee 
ers, yet you ſe he r 8 them, for it. 
If you ask me w why fe did ſo, I ves in 
. few \ Words, becauſe he having been wi 

for oo Time, and they had ſeen 772 hz 5 

done by him, and had 5 2 reat "Thing 's from 

him, their Faith might and bald. have haye ber 
much ſtronger than. * was: nd tis, as it b 
after ge 
(4 


a Reproach to haye a little Fai 
Means, or where much Means are enjo 
* bye vich 5 there ſuc Pete 82 Wor- 
of Reproof,- for their 0, 
Am to increaſe their Faith. RY NY's: 
But Secondly, Conſider, tho a weak Faith, 
fs. a weak Believer, do and get to Hes 
yet it will de with eater D cuty than thah 
& ta are ſtronger, eſpecially if they mee 
th great Trials in their * Way hither. 
1020 of ſome, Rx . vii. 14. that went to Bu 
ven through great Tribulations. | And what 
Troubles you may meet with. in your Paſlage 
through this World to Glory, you know nt; 3 
and hecauſe great Trials require great Faith to 
endure them as nal ſhould do, with Pa- 
lience, e 4 { Perſeverance, Tl 


DF 


| m - © 
rope the flrengeft WF: 6 
ras 4 fr Fal ' has forme Times been put 
alm6ſt 'a Stand, under ſome Difficul- 
ties, what then muſt a „ As a. 
Child catifit bear or carry the Burdens a Man 
can do, no more can a weak Faith bear up un- 
der che Beavy Trials of Life, with that Code. 
fort Weh 4 Prong. Faith can endure with 
Chearfulgetz, and rejoice im them. ROM. v. 3. 
But 757% Let T confider the es * N 
e h the more we | 
Peas and. %oy in our Souls, as it is Faith, 
Peace 4455 ou God, come . there. 
Rom. xv, 13. the ſironger our Faith i, 
the greater Will de our Peace and Joy. S 
We read 1 PET. i, 8. of rejoicing . 3 Joy 
unſpeakable and 7 of rlory, thre Belicvin 0 
in Chriſt, And fince it is thus, if we woul 
walk In the Light. of God's Countenance, and 
have his Toy to Se our Strength, it ſhould be 
our Care and Defire to grow in the Faith we 
hope we have. But once more, 
Fourthly, To ſtir u ng FE myſelf and you to graw 
in Faith, Nu us oonſi that the ſtronger. it is 
the greater Glory we ſhall bring to. GH, 2 it 
is faid of Abraham, RoM. iv. 20, He wh 
frrong in Faith, 5 Glory to God. So 
we do, the more [rong WC. are. therein, and  - 
becauſe his G/ory ſhould lie near our Hearts, 
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and be the e Mark we aim at here, 
we ſhould therefore endeavour to 1285 in our 
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Faith; and pray frequently with 
. D 2 
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Lord inc eaſe. our Fab, Long arib * 
But meth Wn as 15 


1 hear, 15 Y, how 
can 1 row in | that Wen  haye gay, anfixer 


it muſt be Keen den that thou ae "ot. 
grew in that which chou haſt not; 85 Pray, cx 
(dear Soul) how cameſt thou to know thou 0.1 
hat no Faith? It was, Hot, s thus AY 1 
ther, thou carift, I am perſua Ed, remember. | fure 
the Time When thou 10 wehteft thou hadſt 
Faith, as many have and do now "think, d 
yet they haye no true Faith in Chriſt, but they 
are like SIMON Macxus, fil in. the Carl 
of Bitterneſs and Bond of Iniquity.. What hath 
made thee now think thou 7 no Faith, 
whereas thou once thoughiteſt thou hadſt? From 
| whence came this Change of Opinion of thy- 
ſelf; once to be rich and. full, and increa ed 
with Goods, and fiood in Need of. Nothing in 
thine own Concert, like the Laodiceans; but 
now thou ſceſt thyſelf 10 be poor and naked, 
and wretched 0 miſerable. Rev. iii. 17. 


And art crying out with Congern of Soul, thou 
haſt no Faith. 


Jo me it appears, that Sin hath been made . 


to revive in thee, and thou art made, like Paul, G. 
10 die iu thy former Conceit of thyſelf. Row. ol 
vii. 9. Fa 

Thus the holy 81 pirit begins with Perſons WI 
where he works Faith : Yet, he (leſs or more) th 
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